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• In-kind financial relationship as it relates to the 

sponsorship of the event 
− Company: ODS Community Health

− Relationship: Dental Professional Relations
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Disclosure



• Describe the relationship between oral health and overall 

health of the individual.
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Learning Objective



• Limited launch date – October 2017

• Expanded to include Oregon Health Plan February 1, 2017 
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Health through Oral Wellness



The total health connection
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• Cancer

• Dementia/Alzheimer’s

• Erectile dysfunction

• Chronic kidney disease

• Cardiovascular disease

• Peripheral artery disease
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Additionally:
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The oral/systemic connection

Stroke

Osteoporosis

Respiratory disease

DiabetesUlcers 

Arthritis
Pre-term births

Heart disease



Impact on medical costs

The CDC estimates roughly 50% of American adults have periodontal disease, 
yet only 6% have received periodontal services.

Periodontal disease has been correlated to certain chronic conditions and 
with treatment can demonstrate medical plan savings.

Diabetes $2,840 39.4%

Coronary Artery Disease $1,090 28.6%

Cerebral Vascular Disease $5,681 21.2%

Pregnancy $2,433 N/A

Periodontal 
Disease

&

&

&

&

Average savings
Per patient/per year

Hospital 
admissions 

decrease
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Jeffcoat et al / Am J Prev Med 2014;47(2):166–174 Impact of Periodontal Therapy on 
General Health: Evidence from Insurance Data for Five Systemic Conditions



Health through Oral Wellness
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Self-assessment

Better oral
health for you 

When it comes to oral health, we know some
people need more care than others. 
ODS Community Dental’s Health through Oral 
Wellness® program offers extra benefits and
related care to members who have a greater 
risk for oral diseases.



PreViser

Population oral health manager
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The dental benefit

2 Cleanings per year, frequency and age limitations

Dental benefits today
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Disease description 

Health or 
Gingivitis

Mild 
Periodontitis

Moderate 
Periodontitis

Severe 
Periodontitis

Risk level

Very low
risk 1

Low
risk 2

Moderate
risk 3

High
risk 4

Very high
risk 5

Increased 
prevention 

needs

Increased 
treatment 

needs
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Enhanced benefit process

Clinical exam

Risk level and 
disease severity 

score 
determined

Claims system 
coordination

Clinical Report 
generated

Provider 
verifies 

enhanced 
benefits in EBT

High risk 
member 
receives 

additional 
benefits
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Member self 
assessment
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Clinical report

Risk that disease will initiate or progress

My current severity of disease

Am I getting healthier, or deteriorating?
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Supports dentist/patient 
relationship 



Risk based additional benefits
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Enhanced benefit CDT Codes Frequency



Member awareness
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ODS Community Dental

Health through Oral Wellness®



Dentalytics

Provider engagement in the pursuit of quality
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Metrics
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• Fluoride

• Periodontal maintenance

• Sealants

• Goal = GREEN
- meeting target



Successes and momentum
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• Since the limited launching in October 2017, we have 779 unique providers 
registered for the Health through Oral Wellness program.

• 10 of the 20 providers in Hermiston have registered. 

• Overall numbers of assessments completed by providers - 6,041
• Total number of self-assessments taken by members – 631

• Dentists and hygienists reporting that the program is valuable because it allows 
more preventative care to patients in need.

• Feedback includes that providers feel members are more engaged in their 
health and treatment plans.




